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Eighteen months ago MAIA forecast a strong

recovery in the aviation market in 2022. This clearly
has now been realised. The strong demand for air
travel continues, as the pace of recovery from the
Covid-19 crisis quickens, and countries continue to
open borders. IATA believe this resurgence will
mean that passenger numbers will reach 83% of pre-
pandemic levels at year end and slightly surpass
2019 levels in 2024.

According to the IMF, global GDP growth, a key
determinant for aviation, is forecast to be 3.6% this
year. For East Asia and the Pacific, the World Bank
downgraded its growth projections to 4.4% for the
year due to slowing growth in China, global
monetary policy tightening due to high inflationary
pressures as well as to some extent the impact of
the Ukraine war. However, growth in Malaysia this
year is expected to reach 5.5% and achieve 6.0% in
2023.

According to Aviation Week data, Asia Pacific fleet
flight hours are down by 37% compared to pre-Covid
numbers. This as major economies including China,
Hong Kong and Japan continue to impose travel
restrictions. As borders open, travel demand is
expected to increase quickly. This can be seen when
the Australian government decided to reopen the
country where international bookings leapt from
57% to 90 % of pre-pandemic levels. According to
AAPA data, as of July 2022, the region’s airlines flew
a combined total of 11.3 million international
passengers in July, surpassing the 10 million mark
for the first time since February 2020 with average
international passenger load factors reaching 80.0%
for the month. IATA forecast that demand (RPKs)
will reach 73.7% of 2019 levels, and capacity 81.5%.

As for the North American market, IATA believe
that industry-wide profitability in 2023 is achievable
with the industry likely to deliver a US$8.8 billion
profit in 2022. This is even with rising labour and
fuel costs with efficiency gains and improving yields
are reducing losses. Demand (RPKs) is expected to
reach 95.0% of pre-crisis levels, and capacity 99.5%.
In Europe whilst the Ukraine war will continue to
disrupt travel patterns both within Europe and
between Europe and Asia Pacific, the overall travel
recovery is edging closer to profitability this year.
Demand (RPKs) is expected to reach 82.7% of pre-
crisis levels, and capacity 90.0%.

The rapid return in growth has not only been for
airlines, but also for the business jet and the
helicopter sectors. The global helicopter market is
anticipated to grow from now to 2030 at a CAGR of
between 5.4% and 6.8 % with slightly higher
numbers across Asia. This is due to a growing
demand for oil and gas services with the recovery in
oil price, emergency medical services, search and
rescue requirements, and firefighting activities as
well as other para public operations. In respect of
the business jet market this is projected to grow at
a CAGR of between 4.0% and 4.2% through to 2030
again led by the Asia market. This is the result of an
increasing number of high net worth personnel
with the global economic recovery and the
replacement of aging aircraft fleets.

Further data relating to both the global and
regional aerospace industry and economic
information can be found through accessing our
members site. With the growth across each of
these three market sectors this has presented
opportunities for our MRO members.

Clearly with such growing demand various concerns
have been raised at MAIA’s MRO Technical Sub-
Committee (TSC) meetings with finding collective
solutions. Later this month, with the support of
Matrade, MAIA will be participating at MRO Asia
Pacific where this will offer attendees added
business opportunities.

David A Jones
Managing Director 

MAIA
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As passenger airline activity ramps up Boeing and
Airbus have increased production. Airbus monthly
production rate is now at 50 A320-family aircraft
which is set to increase to 61 by year end. They have
restated firm plans to raise A320-family output to 65 a
month by the summer of 2023 with output of 70 in the
first quarter of 2024 and as high as 75 by 2025.
Companies throughout the commercial aerospace
supply chain are re-examining how to meet this
requirement as well as forecast overall demand for
parts and components. These issues are becoming
critical with labour shortages, material availability and
issues of global geopolitics.

This affords a good opportunity for the Malaysian
manufacturing supply chain as encouraged by Collins
Aerospace during their address to members at our
recently held AGM. Earlier this year a MAIA webinar
co-hosted with the French Aerospace Association
(GIFAS) focused on the opportunities for Malaysia
within the French supply chain and more recently was
the focus of our first B2B networking session co-
organised with Singapore Aerospace Association
(AAIS) which specifically focused on the SME
community. Both of these events were supported by
SDAICO. The main issues of growing the aerospace
manufacturing competency in Malaysia has dominated
discussions at our Manufacturing TSC.

To be part of the supply chain in the future our
members will be required to be more focused on
digitalisation. To encourage our members, this is a key
subject area of MAIA’s R&T TSC. More recently an
interview was held with GKN Aerospace which is our
featured article in this edition. MAIA also arranged a
Cybersecurity Malaysia presentation for members to
review how the Malaysian government is supporting
efforts to mitigate the risk of cyber attacks.

The increase in manufacturing opportunities will also
see diversification into new sectors with both the
drone and satellite sectors showing continued strong
growth globally. As part of this opportunity, MAIA has
therefore been building its engagement with the
Malaysian Space Agency (MYSA). As our drone
membership continues to grow a new drone/UAM TSC
has been established, headed by Aerodyne, tackling
issues of urban traffic management amongst other
regulatory issues where MAIA is also playing an active
part in the work of ICCAIA in its deliberations with
ICAO. The drone sector will also be strongly featured
at the forthcoming Selangor Aviation Show (SAS22).

At the forthcoming SAS22 issues of attracting talent
into our industry will also be a topic of focus where
developing sufficiently qualified skilled technicians
and other operational staff remains a concern.
Plugging the skills gap will also be reviewed at the
joint HRDC /MAIA seminar to be scheduled in early
Q4. Longer term, MAIA’s Human Capital TSC has
been focused on developing an aerospace
apprenticeship framework with the cooperation of
various government agencies.

Another important issue for governments globally
and indeed for the aerospace industry is in respect of
sustainability to achieve a target of Net Zero by 2050.
Currently, aviation accounts for around 2.3% of total
carbon dioxide emissions which will only increase
over the next 10 years as the global fleet will grow
49%.

This topic will become increasingly important for
MAIA members to continue to be part of the global
supply chain. At the recent successfully NAICO
organised MyAero Summit both Airbus and Boeing
laid out their plans for sustainability with the focus
not only on the supply chain but also efficiency
improvements at their plants, development of
alternative fuels, technology improvements but also
through efficiencies to be gained through better
ATM. To offer members more information on this
key subject, MAIA was also a joint host of a recent
ICCAIA Asia webinar coordinated by AAIS. Earlier this
year MAIA members were also invited to a Cirium
seminar on sustainability.

This topic also featured strongly by participants at
the recent Farnborough Airshow where MAIA was
privileged to be represented. Coordinated by
Matrade, it was well attended by the Malaysian
aerospace industry and senior government
representatives. It was clear at the show that the
aerospace industry has truly started to recover.
Successful meetings at this prestigious event were
held with many potential investors and a large
number of international aerospace associations.

While the aerospace industry will continue to grow,
its ability to be profitable and sustainable is less
certain. The industry will need not only to emerge
from the shadow of the Covid pandemic but start
focusing on the next challenges, particularly
embarking on digitalisation as well as undertake
improvements in meeting its sustainability
responsibilities.
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MITI FORMS SUSTAINABLE AVIATION ENERGY
TASK FORCE TO REDUCE CARBON FOOTPRINT
IN THE AEROSPACE INDUSTRY
Senior Minister of International Trade and
Industry, Dato' Seri Mohamed Azmin bin Ali said,
this is a new task force, as a result of feedback
from industry. This is to encourage
collaborations with the public and private
sectors to develop and direct the national
aerospace movement, which includes the
participation of local industry players. Read more

01
[Go back to Contents Page]  
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ADHAM: MALAYSIA TO SET UP NATIONAL
SPACE BOARD
A National Space Board will be formed to
enforce the recently gazetted Space Board Act
(Act 834), says Datuk Seri Dr Adham Baba. The
Science, Technology and Innovation Minister
said the Board would be tasked with creating
and enacting rules and regulations related to
space exploration in accordance with
international treaties. Read more

A PUSH FOR MORE LOCAL AEROSPACE PLAYERS
Malaysia's aerospace industry is seeing an
increased number of orders for aircraft parts
post Covid-19 pandemic with a strong push by
the original equipment manufacturers (OEMs) to
localise the work in the country. Malaysia
Aerospace Industry Association (MAIA) President
Naguib Mohd Nor said the same was being
observed for the maintenance, repair and
overhaul (MRO) industry with GE Engine Services
Malaysia Sdn Bhd already achieving full pre-
pandemic capacity. Read more

https://www.theedgemarkets.com/article/miti-forms-sustainable-aviation-energy-task-force-reduce-carbon-footprint
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2022/07/18/malaysia-to-set-up-national-space-board-says-dr-adham
https://www.nst.com.my/business/2022/08/824353/push-more-local-aerospace-players%C2%A0
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AIRASIA, SKYPORTS TO EXPLORE AIR TAXI
INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT IN MALAYSIA
Advanced air mobility (AAM) infrastructure
developer Skyports Infrastructure and AirAsia’s
Advanced Air Mobility, a dedicated unit of AirAsia
Aviation Group Ltd, have signed a letter of intent
to explore the development of air taxi
infrastructure in Malaysia. AirAsia Aviation is the
aviation arm of Capital A Bhd. Meanwhile,
Skyports Infrastructure brings its global portfolio
of designing and building take-off and landing
infrastructure for eVTOL passenger aircraft. Read
more
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MALAYSIA AIRLINES OPERATED THE FIRST
PASSENGER FLIGHT POWERED BY
SUSTAINABLE FUEL
Malaysia Airlines Bhd will operate the first
passenger flight using sustainable aviation fuel
(SAF) between Kuala Lumpur and Singapore on
June 5 in conjunction with World Environment
Day. The flights will be operated on the Boeing
737-800 aircraft, using a blend of
approximately 38 per cent SAF and
conventional jet fuel. Read more

MALAYSIA AIRLINES TO ACQUIRE 20 A330
AIRCRAFT TO BOOST OPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY,
MEET ENVIRONMENTAL TARGETS
Malaysia Airlines will be acquiring new aircraft -
the A330neo - for its wide-body fleet
programme. The initial agreements will cover the
acquisition of 20 aircraft, with 10 to be
purchased from Airbus and another 10 to be
leased from Dublin-based Avolon. The A330neo
will not only provide modernisation and
enhanced operational efficiency, but will also
meet environmental targets through reduced
fuel-burn per seat, while keeping passenger
safety and comfort at its core. Read more

https://www.theedgemarkets.com/article/airasia-skyports-explore-air-taxi-infrastructure-development-malaysia
https://www.bernama.com/en/news.php?id=2086247
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2022/08/15/malaysia-airlines-to-acquire-20-aircraft-to-boost-operational-efficiency-meet-environmental-targets
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Rolls-Royce is developing new turbogenerator
technology, including a newly designed small
engine for hybrid-electric use. The new system will
be an onboard power source with different ranges
of power and will be used in addition to the Rolls-
Royce Electrical propulsion portfolio. The new
system will also provide an enhanced range with
SAF (sustainable aviation fuels) and in the future,
through hydrogen combustion as it becomes
available. Read more

ROLLS-ROYCE TO DEVELOP TURBOGENERATOR 
TECHNOLOGY FOR MORE EFFICIENT HYBRID POWER

Ministers and officials engaged in high level
environment talks brokered by ICAO have urged
countries to cooperate further through the UN
agency toward a collective global long term
aspirational goal (LTAG) of net-zero carbon
emissions by 2050, in support of the Paris
Agreement’s target. Read more

With the help of government incentives and private-
sector investment, the aerospace sector can lead the
way in decarbonizing manufacturing. The aerospace
industry is under pressure to reduce its environmental
impact, and carbon emissions are a significant focus. A
recent study found that the global aviation sector could
account for as much as 12% of all anthropogenic
emissions by 2050. Read more

COUNTRIES’ SUPPORT GLOBAL ‘NET-ZERO 2050’ 
EMISSIONS TARGET TO ACHIEVE SUSTAINABLE AVIATION

DECARBONIZATION IN AEROSPACE MANUFACTURING: 
WHY CHANGE IS NEEDED NOW

[Go back to Contents Page]  
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https://simpleflying.com/rolls-royce-to-develop-turbogenerator-technology-for-more-efficient-hybrid-flight/
https://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/Countries-highlevel-ICAO-emissions-talks-support-netzero.aspx
https://www.reuters.com/business/fedex-test-autonomous-drone-cargo-deliveries-next-year-2022-03-30/
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SWISS will be the first airline to fly on the
company's Sun-to-Liquid fuel. The Swiss clean
energy startup Synhelion has developed a key
technology for manufacturing sustainable aviation
fuel (SAF) from renewable energy sources. The
company announced it has now produced solar
syngas on an industrial scale for the first time and
plans to make carbon-neutral jet fuels in 2023.
Read more

SYNHELION REACHES INDUSTRIAL SCALE MILESTONE 
FOR JET FUEL FROM SUNLIGHT

German company Wingcopter has signed a deal to
roll out 12,000 of its long-range, triple-drop
delivery drones across Africa over the next five
years, in what promises to be the largest
commercial drone deployment attempted. The
Wingcopter has a wingspan of 198 cm (78 inches)
and the ability to carry up to 6 kilograms (13.2 lb)
of cargo.
Read more

A five-year research program will use chemical
kinetics simulation software from Ansys to see
how the gas would behave powering an aircraft.
While biofuels, Power-to-Liquids, and hydrogen
have long been touted as the alternative fuels of
the future, researchers are becoming
increasingly convinced that ammonia, a
compound of nitrogen and hydrogen, could also
be part of the solution for net-zero emission
flights. Read more

WINGCOPTER PREPARES 12,000 CARGO DRONES 
FOR WORLD'S LARGEST DEPLOYMENT

NASA BACKED PROGRAM TO TRIAL AMMONIA 
AS ALTERNATIVE JET ENGINE FUEL

G L O B A L  A E R O S P A C E  I N D U S T R Y  H I G H L I G H T S     
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https://www.bbc.com/news/technology-61409558
https://newatlas.com/drones/wingcopter-drones-record-africa-continental/
https://simpleflying.com/nasa-program-trial-ammonia-alternative-jet-fuel/
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SELIA AEROSPACE TECHNOLOGY
SDN BHD

ERODROMO SDN BHD

GIANT LIGHT METAL TECHNOLOGY 
(MALAYSIA) SDN BHD

LRQA MALAYSIA SDN BHD

Erodromo Sdn. Bhd. was incorporated in November,
2010 with the vision of contributing towards global
mobility via exploitation of technological advancements
in materials such as composites (Carbon Fiber & Glass
Fiber, etc.) and aircraft structural manufacturing
equipment. [more info]

Selia Aerospace Technology Sdn Bhd offering Reverse
Engineering, Fabrication and Manufacturing and also
includes Maintenance & Repair Organization for aircraft
and component. They are also progressing towards the
AS9100D Aerospace Quality Management Systems
Certification. [more info]

GLM Malaysia is one of the subsidiaries of Giant Light
Metal Technology (hereafter referred to as GLM), China,
and a third-tier subsidiary of Giant Group, Taiwan ROC.
GLM specializes in producing super-hard aluminum,
seamless aluminum tube, and other aluminum products
and semi-finished products, widely used for bicycle,
motorcycle, medical equipment, automotive parts,
aerospace, and communication, etc. [more info]

LRQA is a leading global assurance provider. From
independent auditing, certification and training; to
technical advisory services; to real-time assurance
technology; to data driven supply chain transformation,
their innovative end-to-end solutions for their clients.
They also provide AS9100 certification and training.
[more info]

https://erodromo.com/index.html
https://www.seliagroup.com/
https://www.giantgroup.com/
https://vstreamrevo.com/
https://www.lrqa.com/en-my/
https://vstreamrevo.com/
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ERODROMO SDN BHDIMPRESIVE EDGE SDN BHD

DRONE DROPS LEGACY

SMASTIP (M) SDN BHD

CMS AD TECH SDN BHD 

Impressive Edge Sdn Bhd is a 100% Malaysian based
technology company which have been in operation since
1994. The initial core business is to fabricate and supply
precision parts and components for leading semiconductor
electronics industries. progressed into design,
development and supply of complete modules and
machines, not only to semiconductor electronic industries
but also other major industries including aerospace. [more
info]

To develop and deliver the highest quality, most inspiring,
and inventive drone and virtual reality technology
experiences, thus supporting the success of our clients.
Primarily on AI, Agriculture and surveillance. Our vision is
simple – To be the at pinnacle of the Drone Delivery
Services in the Asia Pacific region. Through our relentless
focus on customers, employees and safety, we
commercialize our technology to create new and
innovative logistics platforms for companies and
government agencies. [more info]

SMASTIP was founded in 1994 as a hotrunner engineering
solution supplier. Over the years, it has transitioned into
CNC machining whereby SMASTIP acts as a machine shop
to produce hotrunner services. Now, in 2022,SMASTIP is
looking to specialize in precision manufacturing for the
aerospace industry and to be recognized as the benchmark
for turnkey manufacturing, delivering quality parts in a
timely manner. [more info]

CMS AD TECH is the exclusive agent for South East Asia of
the company of Italian corporation CMS SPA , which is the
world largest manufacturer of 5 axis CNC machines and
special solutions for the aerospace , automotive and
marine industries. CMS also offers a widespread best-in-
class service for spare parts supply and after-sales
assistance, with solutions ranging from the direct
intervention of our technicians all over the world, to
remote support by means of the most sophisticated digital
tools. [more info]

https://imp-edge.com/
https://www.facebook.com/impedge/
http://www.dronedropslegacy.com/
https://smastip.com/
https://www.facebook.com/impedge/
https://vstreamrevo.com/
https://www.scmgroup.com/en_US/cmsadvancedmaterials/company/cms-headquarters
https://vstreamrevo.com/
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Philip Simonsson
Digital Transformation Manager for the 

Civil Aftermarket Business
GKN Aerospace Engine Systems

MAIA: As we are currently in the Covid endemic phase, the
global aviation market is clearly starting to show signs of recovery. Can
you share some insight into this recovery trend and its positive impact to
Malaysia’s economy?

Philip Simonsson : Well, the aviation industry is seeing an uptick in the
number of passengers and clearly, the airlines are struggling to keep up
with the demand. Many airlines are extending their leased aircrafts and
some reactivating the long-term parked aircrafts to cope with the current
travel demands. This in turn has increased the MRO activity as airlines
that have been deferring the maintenance of their aircraft, engines and
components are now pushing the checks to have the aircraft airworthy
and ready for the fleet. Overall, aerospace companies in Malaysia are
responding to this increase in demand with the creation of many jobs in
the aviation sector that are mainly high skilled, which should definitely
have a positive impact on the economy.

MAIA: Certainly with companies offering leading edge technologies in
Malaysia including GKN Aerospace it will enable the continued
development of highly required skills in the country. Despite of the
negative impact of Covid-19 across the aerospace industry, do you feel it
has indirectly accelerated the digital transformation process as well as
open up opportunities to companies to adapt new technologies in their
organisation including digitalisation?

Philip Simonsson : The global pandemic with covid has certainly been impacting all industries one way or another
and unquestionably has impacted the aviation industry significantly. And with these challenging circumstances,
the driver to push for digital innovation presented itself for companies in order to rise with the challenge. There
are various reasons, but the pandemic certainly gave a natural opportunity for companies to re-evaluate their
current situation and their position in the marketplace. Especially so in the aerospace sector. In the search then to
figure out how to strive towards excellence, then turning to technology and embarking on a digital transformation
journey for those answers.

MAIA: To further accelerate digital transformation, in your opinion, what are the unique elements in aerospace
sector that will encourage digital growth particularly given that GKN Aerospace has footprints across multiple
sectors of the industry

Philip Simonsson : The aerospace sector is truly a very exciting industry to be a part of. Despite the pandemic,
aerospace is a growing industry but with strict regulations to consider with a global emphasis on reducing carbon
emissions towards a more sustainable future. It is a huge challenge, and for GKN Aerospace sustainability is at its
heart of our business. We invest in and develop technologies that rapidly decarbonise existing aircrafts and
innovating to help build the next generation of planes that has no emissions at all. Making sustainable choices with
commitment towards net zero emissions. This is very much related to accelerating digital transformation to
improve processes, improve collaboration and gain insights with data. For our MRO business that means
developing repair technology to repair instead of discarding components, and adopting innovative digital solutions
to increase efficiencies, focus our efforts and eliminate waste.

“Malaysia certainly has the 
potential to be an important 

player. The country already has 
good infrastructure, 

transportation and highly skilled 

workforce to support the industry”
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MAIA: With this can you give us some insight into how GKN Aerospace managed the digital transformation
during the pandemic? What are the key areas to evolve digitalisation and perhaps you could offer some
examples of the digital implementation in your company?

Philip Simonsson : Key point in digital transformation is the culture. Need to strive towards creating the culture
that engages people that know the business that takes ownership of their processes, to empower and enable
them to drive continuous improvement by providing them with access to the right data and digital tools – to gain
valuable insight and enables them to make good data-driven decisions. And the success stories that follows then
spreads very easily – and that is one part that enables the cultural transformation.

Another key part of digitalization is of course data, and to evolve you need to develop your data strategy. In
terms of just getting started and developing a data strategy, there are lot of material illustrating the value of
certain activities and what elements to focus on. Mainly I would describe 3 key elements to generally
understand: first is data governance (understand people and processes – everything from decisions, policies and
current standards), second is data management (data and technology used – storage, architecture, the master
data), and third is data analytics (use of data and tools and methods used to support business).

With that said, firstly you need to understand current state of the business and your processes. Where is all
current data, where do we use the data to answer questions, and how are you getting the answers to the data
questions? Secondly, what data strategy are we striving towards? To optimize efficiency in operations? To
improve business decision making? To engage with new or existing customers? To transform products or
development life cycle? Having the strategy defined is helpful to plan for quick tactical wins, strategic priorities
and ultimately to initiatives that are transformational for the business.

MAIA: How do you see this digitalisation process affecting the company business revenue, efficiency and overall
performance? Perhaps you can share based on GKN Aerospace experience so far?

Philip Simonsson : As mentioned earlier, a key part of digitalization is culture. And when having engaged people
with the right digital tools and data driven insights, matters such as efficiency, performance and revenue will
take care of itself.

To add to that, according a survey from Forrester consulting on 900 global business leaders, data driven
companies are 58% more likely to beat revenue goals than those who are not focused on data. So it is certainly
significant.

In terms of my experience, you could gain significant value from the simplest things and questions. As an
example; it is important to look how information is actually shared and how was that data generated and how is
it consumed for value? Looking into these questions you might find that some data no one knows how it was
collected, some data are guesses, emails, phone calls, post-it notes – within different functions. There is then
potentially a big gulf between IT and the business functions, where we turn data into insight, into action and into
value. To understand these example questions of what data we have and how we consume it could then
potentially improve communication and collaboration significantly and you will see less undesirable results such
as microstops or duplicated work in communication.

MAIA: You have raised an important point of communication. This also applies externally as well as internally. In
this respect how do you think customers and people in the aviation industry view digitalization?

Philip Simonsson : Customers and partners in communication are always truly excited when hearing about GKNs
digital transformation efforts and initiatives, as they often result in improving communication towards our
customers and deepening our collaboration. Includes improving the processes, making them seamless in terms
of information flow or simply less manual input - eliminating duplicated efforts for both parties. And in the end,
also generating reliable data, which are key assets in themselves that are valuable to us and to our customers.
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MAIA: From your perspective, how well do you think the Malaysian aerospace industry is taking the opportunity
to accelerate digital capabilities into their overall business model?

Philip Simonsson : To my knowledge, Malaysia has invested in digitalisation infrastructure for many years and has
the ecosystem readily supporting businesses in other sectors. The aerospace sector in Malaysia can take the
advantage of this existing infrastructure and more quickly incorporate digital transformation into their
operations.

MAIA: What are the areas that Malaysia aerospace companies need to focus on and
how can government and financial institutions better support the industry in encouraging further in this
digitalisation journey?

Philip Simonsson : The government can certainly create a conducive environment with the right policies to
enhance the current infrastructure and to encourage more aerospace companies to embark on the inevitable and
much needed digitalisation journey.

In terms of areas of focus for companies. It very much depends on the digital maturity of the organization. It is
important to start where you have the biggest immediate impact. This leads to positive cultural changes as well.
Positive outcomes and change that make people’s lives better are easily adopted and shared. Most likely
companies already have a lot of data available in one way or another and even if the tools available is only
Microsoft Excel, you need to begin to make sense of what data you currently have. And this is typically done by a
data analyst to drive immediate impact. But you need to make sure that you have good quality data as well.

MAIA: So given this and the challenges faced by the Malaysian companies in their digitalisation journeys can I ask
whether you believe Malaysia has the potential to be an important player in the global aerospace supply chain
and potentially become the Aerospace Hub in Asia?

Philip Simonsson : No doubt Malaysia certainly has the potential to be an important player. The country already
has good infrastructure, transportation and highly skilled workforce to support the industry.

And with regards to what challenges there are to overcome with digitalization for companies, I could probably
provide you with a rather extensive list. But with that said, two key challenges comes to mind; 1. Organizational
resistance to change – both with changing people’s mind-sets and changes with the process itself. And this is
something you need to make sure to recognize with good change management. And 2. A Lack of vision – you
need to have a clear digital transformation and data strategy defined, with a roadmap and communicate that
clearly throughout the organization to generate that engagement and much needed excitement.

In the end, the main challenge is that simply implementing digital technology is not enough. The key to successful
digital transformation is less a question of technology than a question of strategy, culture and talent
development.

Spotify Podcast Soundcloud Podcast

The Full Interview is Available on MAIA Podcast

https://open.spotify.com/show/0u9RrMyIsXIWXOPTGb1E54
https://soundcloud.com/user-483538352
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Date Event Summary 

23th – 25th 
May
2022

European Business 
Aviation Convention 

and Exhibition 
(EBACE2022)

A premier event and annual meeting for the European

business aviation community that brings together business

to all manner of people involved in aviation.

2 n d  E d i t i o n  2 0 2 2

[Go back to Contents Page]  

Date Event Summary 

2nd 
June
2022

Spirit Aerosystems
President Courtesy 

Visit to YB Dato’ Seri 
Azmin Ali

Discussed the company's phased expansion plans for its

Malaysian site as well as how the post-pandemic recovery

of the aircraft manufacturing industry

Date Event Summary 

16th 
June
2022 

6th MAIA AGM
The meeting was conducted as a hybrid session with many

members attending in person at Asia School of Business

Date Event Summary 

22th – 23th
June
2022

5th Civil Aviation South 
East Asia Summit 2022 

(CASEA 2022)

Featuring innovative and pioneering leaders to reconnect

& rebuild partnership, brainstorming prospect &

opportunities in ASEAN aerospace industry.

Date Event Summary 

7th
July

2022
Webinar with AAIS

Provided members particularly the SME sector with the

opportunity to explore and discuss any opportunities with

aerospace and aviation companies

Date Event Summary 

8th
July

2022

Selangor Aerospace 
Council

Senior Board members of MAIA attended the Selangor

Aerospace Council. The meeting oversees the

development of the aerospace industry in Selangor.
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Date Event Summary 

18th – 22th
July

2022

Farnborough 
International Airshow

MAIA and its members represent the Malaysian aerospace

industry to promote the local capabilities and

competencies to internationally recognized.

Date Event Summary 

16th
August
2022

MyAero22

An integrated promotional effort, coordinated with various

government agencies and the private sector in making

Malaysia the hub of the Aerospace industry

Date Event Summary 

16th
August
2022

Informal Networking 
event (After MyAero)

An event to closer connections between industry players

especially MAIA members to network and meet a broad

array of industry players.

Date Event Summary 

6th – 7th
September

2022

International 
Aerospace Innovation 

Forum, Montreal

Aéro Montréal brings together all of Québec’s aerospace

OEMs and major suppliers, networking with SMEs, and

other partners more than 230 companies.

Date Event Summary 

8th – 10nd
September

2022

Selangor Aviation Show 
2022 (SAS 2022)

Provided an invaluable opportunity for high-level

networking and market penetration prospects with

industry players from various sectors.

Date Event Summary 

20th – 22nd
September

2022
MRO Aviation Week

Opportunity to come together with the aviation MRO

industry, locally and globally, to discuss the latest issues

and concerns of operators, OEMs, MROs and their service

providers and suppliers.



UPCOMING EVENTS 
2022

M A I A  N E W S L E T T E R    P a g e 1 2

06
[Go back to Contents Page]  

2 n d  E d i t i o n  2 0 2 2

Date Event Platform Admission Fee

18th – 20th
October

2022

MRO Aviation Week
Europe Physical 

Based on rental 

space

Date Event Platform Admission Fee

25th – 26th
October

2022

Engine Forum Kobe, 
Japan Physical 

Based on rental 

space

Date Event Platform Admission Fee

2nd – 5th
November

2022

Indo Aerospace 2022 Expo 
& Forum Physical 

Based on rental 

space

Date Event Platform Admission Fee

29th 
November 

– 1st
December

2022

Aeromart Toulouse Physical 
Payment to 

Matrade

Date Event Platform Admission Fee

4th – 6th
October

2022
World Aviation Festival Physical 

Based on rental 

space
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ADVERTISEMENT  

Visit MAIA
website

Click here

https://maia.my/

