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The past two years have clearly been challenging
for the aerospace industry across all sectors led
primarily by the impact on commercial aviation but
also in other sectors as travel and border
restrictions dramatically reduced demand for
passenger air travel. ICAO estimate that global
airline losses for 2021 will be around US$324bn.
Whilst this is a significant improvement on the
US$372bn loss in 2020, it represents the second
highest loss on record. Continued government
support globally, exceeding US$240bn, has helped
prevent widescale airline failures and protected
employment across the broader aerospace
community demonstrating the strategic importance
of these sectors.

Global airline passenger numbers grew by almost
30% to 2.3 billion in 2021. However this was only
half of the 4.5 billion witnessed in 2019. IATA’s
current expectation is that it will be 2024 before
figures return to 2019 levels. This recovery has been
primarily driven by the larger domestic markets and
in the latter half by a recovery in the European
market and the reopening of transatlantic
travel. Load factors are expected to continue to
improve, to be within 2-3 percentage points of 2019
levels.

The Asia Pacific market however, continues to cause
most concern, where traffic levels remain up to 70%
below 2019 levels. Recent preliminary traffic figures
released by the Association of Asia Pacific
Airlines shows the number of international
passengers carried by Asia-Pacific airlines totalled
16.7 million in 2021, representing just 4.4% of the
volumes recorded in 2019. The slow lifting of
international travel restrictions means that traffic
to/from/within Asia Pacific will only reach 68% of
2019 levels in 2022 with recovery to 2019 levels
forecast only to occur in 2025.

FROM THE DESK OF THE 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE 

With the slow recovery on the Asian intercontinental
routes the shortage of belly cargo capacity has
resulted in strong demand for freighter aircraft
supported by the e-commerce boom. This has led to a
renewed interest in cargo conversions which is
expected to continue at least into the near term.

Whilst the Covid situation poses challenges to air
transportation recovery as advised by the World
Health Organisation, travel bans have not proved
effective in controlling the spread of the virus. As such
it is expected that the inconvenience of air travel will
continue to ease with further opening of international
borders. IATA are promoting the fact that any
restrictive measures should be properly coordinated
and risk assessed, and where deemed necessary,
should be time-bound and regularly reviewed. The
clear levels of pent-up demand, and the general
bounce back of the global economy, gives optimism
that the recovery will continue supported by global
GDP growth of around 4%. Clearly this optimism does
not take into account the impact of the recent Russia-
Ukraine conflict. It is too early to determine its
consequences. However the impact on airline costs as
a result of fluctuations in energy prices or rerouting to
avoid Russian airspace however may well have
implications.

Despite the many challenges, the aerospace industry
continues to maintain a strong base. From a
manufacturing perspective, around 1,450 Airbus and
Boeing deliveries are expected this year, more than a
50% increase over 2021. The total will be ultimately
depend on the rate of 737 Max deliveries and the
clearing inventory backlog. An early resumption of 787
deliveries is also crucial as Boeing incurred US$4.5
billion charges in the fourth quarter on this
program. Nevertheless, single-aisle sales remain
around 40 percent down on 2019 levels with
widebody aircraft at around 55 percent lower.

From an operational perspective, airlines are forecast
to improve the average daily utilisation of their fleets
through the year to reach within 5-10% of 2019 levels.
The number of single-aisles in service will exceed 2019
levels during the first half of 2022. This will support
the continued revitalisation of the MRO sector. With
MROs reaching capacity as fleet recovery and
utilisation improves, the inventory of used aircraft will
likely stabilise in 2022 increasing demand for used
serviceable material and spare engines.

David A Jones
Managing Director 

MAIA
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Away from commercial aviation the global business
aircraft flight activity increased by 32.6% in 2021. The
North American market recorded a yearly gain of 22.7%
while Europe jumped 73.4%. Additionally, the global
helicopter market staged a mixed recovery with
deliveries up by 40% in 2021 from 2020 levels. However,
it is forecast to take a further two to three years to
recover to 2019 levels. With oil prices rebounding there
is renewed interest in regional oil and gas helicopter
operations.

In support of this growing optimism, delegates at the
recent Singapore Airshow were equally buoyant as the
Asian aerospace market begins to recover, despite
emerging concerns around labour shortages, rising costs
and supply chain challenges. Northrop Grumman missed
their fourIn this respect global aerospace companies
continue to struggle with supply chain issues and and
skills shortages exacerbated by the pandemic, with
associated costs rising at the same time as the supply and
demand curve steepens. th-quarter revenue estimates as
labour shortages and supply chain problems hampered its
ability to deliver components. Equally General Electric
also reported a decline in quarterly revenues amid
persistent global supply chain disruptions. Such capacity
issues and the ability of the supply chain to accelerate
production rates to respond to an uptick in demand
offers opportunities for our members to plug this gap.

The longer term outlook for the aerospace sector is
clearly positive and with this MAIA plans to focus on the
following key initiatives: Digitalisation. Increasing
automation and robotic processes, improved internal
logistics, the need for a more transparent supply chain
and the overarching desire for greater efficiency requires
increasing levels of digitalisation.
Further the more electric aircraft demands big data and
data analytics to monitor aircraft health, improve
maintenance and pilot decision making, optimise fuel
consumption and improve record keeping. All of this
affords opportunities for both operators and suppliers to
raise their game. This is one of the focus areas of MAIA’s
Research and Technology Technical Sub-Committee.

New technologies. This covers many areas but includes
advanced processes such as additive manufacturing and
repair technologies, advanced communication, AI, big
data, data analytics all of which are enablers for
aerospace companies to benefit through reduced
operating costs and where possible improved
safety. One of these growth areas is the rapidly growing
drone and urban air mobility sectors. This can be seen by
the recent Air Asia order for 100 VX4 eVTOL aircraft and
MAHB MoU with Volocopter.

We can also see this through Aerodyne’s increase in its
global fleet of drones to more than 300 employed
across various new applications with more entrants
coming into the market. We can also see the rapid ramp
up in the space satellite business. In support of this
MAIA will shortly commence Technical Sub-Committees
focussed on both of these growing segments of the
aerospace industry.

Sustainability. As more leading economies adopt ESG
practices requiring their major aerospace companies to
follow, this will increasingly require those in their supply
chain to adopt such practices. Aerospace companies are
exploring sustainable solutions like electric propulsion,
sustainable aviation fuels, and hydrogen-powered
aircraft to meet targets for tackling CO2 levels. Most
major airlines are now signed up to the plan for net zero
emissions by 2050. To achieve this 65% will be through
use of sustainable aviation fuel which is currently four
times more expensive than normal jet fuel.

At MAIA we will continue to promote these initiatives
which will feature as focus areas via our events and
various publications. We are also keen to further
develop our international outreach not only through
collaborating with global aerospace associations but also
through holding webinars with such associations. The
first of these in partnership with GIFAS and SDAICO will
be held on March 15th.

Since our last newsletter we have organised our first
members webinar. These sessions will be held roughly
every two months and will offer briefs on topics of
interest, enable members to promote their products
and services as well as offering members updates on our
services. This will transition, when practical, into holding
physical networking events.
Given the recent challenges we all expect 2022 to be a
much better year. Let us all work together to make this
happen.

We will continue to support our existing Technical Sub-
Committees and request that more members
participate in these important meetings. This includes
the newly set up TSC covering the important SME
sector. Our TSCs will soon be broadened to include the
drone, avionics and space sectors. We will continue to
provide tailored information through our members site
covering industry and country specific information
including a list of grants and incentives available as well
as potential business opportunities across our domestic
and international network.

1 s t  E d i t i o n  2 0 2 2



M A I A  N E W S L E T T E R    1 s t  E d i t i o n  2 0 2 2 P a g e i i i

CONTENTS
01 MALAYSIA AEROSPACE INDUSTRY HIGHLIGHTS 

• Azmin: National Aerospace Industry Corporation Malaysia to Spur Aerospace Industry Ecosystem 
Development [here]

• MAIA President Appointed as PEMUDAH Member [here] 

• MITI Identifies Five Main Sectors Under National Investment Aspirations Initiate, Says Azmin Ali  [here] 

• Aerodyne Group Makes Strategic Investment in Leading Malaysian AI and Analytics Firm, Synapse Innovation 
[here]

• Avolon and Airasia Partner to Create A Transformational Ride Sharing Platform In Southeast Asia [here]

• South East Asia’s First Commercial Liquid Propellant Rocket Engine [here]

02 GLOBAL AEROSPACE INDUSTRY HIGHLIGHTS

• Boeing Invests US$450 mln in Flying Taxi Developer Wisk [here]

• GKN Aerospace Details Progress on H2gear Hydrogen Fuel Cell Powertrain [here]

• Geared Turbofans Enter the Business Jet Market [here]

• Investment In Space Companies Hit Record US$14.5 Billion In 2021, Report Says [here]

• China’s COMAC To Start C919 Deliveries In 2022 [here]

• Flying Car Wins Airworthiness Certification [here]

03 WELCOMING MAIA NEW MEMBERS

• Expeditors Malaysia Sdn Bhd [here]

• Kaizan Aero Manufacturing Sdn Bhd [here]

• Destini Avia Technique Sdn Bhd [here]

• VStream Revolution Sdn Bhd [here]

• Epic Aero Sdn Bhd [here]

• Technerve Technology Solutions Sdn Bhd [here]

• Hornbill Skyways Sdn Bhd [here]

• Deftech Unmanned Systems Sdn Bhd [here]

04 MAIA PODCAST – AEROSPACE LEADER IN ACTION [here]

05 MAIA RECENT EVENTS / ACTIVITIES [here]

06 UPCOMING EVENTS 2021

• SDAICO webinar with GIFAS: Opportunities in the French Supply Chain [here]

• Asian Business Aviation Conference [here]

• European Business Aviation Convention and Exhibition (EBACE2022) [here]

• Civil Aviation South East Asia Summit [here]

• Farnborough Airshow 2022 [here]

07 MAIA ADVERTISEMENT [here]



MALAYSIA AEROSPACE 
INDUSTRY HIGHLIGHTS

M A I A  N E W S L E T T E R    P a g e 1

AZMIN: NATIONAL AEROSPACE INDUSTRY
CORPORATION MALAYSIA TO SPUR AEROSPACE
INDUSTRY ECOSYSTEM DEVELOPMENT
The National Aerospace Industry Corporation
Malaysia (NAICO Malaysia), an agency under the
Ministry of International Trade and Industry will
spur the development of the industry’s
ecosystem, and ensure cohesion and
coordination of initiatives implemented under
the Malaysian Aerospace Industry Blueprint
2030 and Aerospace Industry Framework of the
12th Malaysia Plan. Read more
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MITI IDENTIFIES FIVE MAIN SECTORS UNDER
NATIONAL INVESTMENT ASPIRATIONS
INITIATE, SAYS AZMIN ALI
The Ministry of International Trade and
Industry (MITI) has identified five key sectors
under the National Investment Aspirations
(NIA) initiative that can attract more foreign
investors to invest either in research and
development or manufacturing facilities using
new technologies. Read more

MAIA PRESIDENT APPOINTED AS NEW
PEMUDAH MEMBER
Pemudah, or The Special Taskforce to
Facilitate Business, has reinforced its role as
the public-private sector's collaborative
platform to improve ease of doing business in
Malaysia. Pemudah saw a change recently
with the appointment of new members from
the government and the industry. Read more

https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2022/01/17/azmin-national-aerospace-industry-corporation-malaysia-to-spur-aerospace-in/2035643
https://www.malaymail.com/news/money/2022/01/24/miti-identifies-five-main-sectors-under-national-investment-aspirations-ini/2037173
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2022/01/760366/pemudah-strengthens-role-boost-productivity
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AVOLON AND AIRASIA PARTNER TO CREATE A
TRANSFORMATIONAL RIDE SHARING
PLATFORM IN SOUTHEAST ASIA
Avolon, the international aircraft leasing
company, today announces that one of the
world’s leading airline groups, AirAsia Aviation
Group Limited has signed a non-binding
memorandum of understanding to lease a
minimum of 100 VX4 eVTOL aircraft from
Avolon. Read more
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AERODYNE GROUP MAKES STRATEGIC
INVESTMENT IN LEADING MALAYSIAN AI
AND ANALYTICS FIRM, SYNAPSE
INNOVATION
Aerodyne Group, a Malaysia-headquartered
international DT3 (Drone Tech, Data Tech,
and Digital Transformation) solutions
provider has signed an agreement to acquire
a principal stake in Malaysia-based AI and
Data Analytics company, Synapse Innovation
Sdn Bhd. Read more

SOUTH EAST ASIA’S FIRST COMMERCIAL
LIQUID PROPELLANT ROCKET ENGINE
South East Asia’s First Commercial Liquid
Propellant Rocket Engine, designed and
developed in Malaysia powered by Cryogenic
Propellants. Introducing the LREC1 (Liquid
Rocket Engine – Cryogenic 1)
of Independence X Aerospace. Read more

https://www.avolon.aero/newsroom-and-thoughts/avolon-and-airasia-partner-to-create-transformational-ride-sharing-platform-in-southeast-asia
https://www.digitalnewsasia.com/startups/aerodyne-group-makes-strategic-investment-leading-malaysian-ai-analytics-firm-synapse
https://maia.my/2022/02/09/south-east-asias-first-commercial-liquid-propellant-rocket-engine/
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Boeing Co is investing a further US$450 million in
Wisk Aero to support development of future
pilotless flying taxis. California-based Wisk, owned
by Boeing and Kitty Hawk - the air vehicle firm
launched by Google co-founder Larry Page - is one
of dozens of electric vertical takeoff and landing
(eVTOL) makers but differs in focusing its efforts on
autonomous flight. Read more

BOEING INVESTS $450 MLN IN FLYING TAXI 
DEVELOPER WISK

A year into the development of its H2GEAR hydrogen-
electric powertrain, GKN Aerospace has seen a subtle
shift in the UK government-backed project. When the
£54 million (US$72.5 million) initiative was launched in
January 2021, GKN had a goal of delivering to ground
test by 2026 an entire 1MW powertrain, including the
hydrogen storage, fuel cells, power management
system and an electric motor. Read more

Pratt & Whitney has announced that Comlux has
accepted the first ACJ TwoTwenty aircraft, powered
exclusively by Pratt & Whitney GTF engines.
The ACJ TwoTwenty is a member of the Airbus
Corporate Jet family and the first of the family to be
delivered with GTF engines. Comlux will begin
outfitting the airframe with a custom cabin in 2022 at
Comlux completion center in Indianapolis, USA. Read
more

GKN AEROSPACE DETAILS PROGRESS ON H2GEAR 
HYDROGEN FUEL CELL POWERTRAIN

GEARED TURBOFANS ENTER THE BUSINESS 
JET MARKET

[Go back to Contents Page]  
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https://www.reuters.com/business/aerospace-defense/boeing-invests-450-mln-flying-taxi-developer-wisk-2022-01-24/
https://maia.my/2022/01/11/gkn-aerospace-details-progress-on-h2gear-hydrogen-fuel-cell-powertrain/
https://www.aero-mag.com/geared-turbofan-business-jets-06012022
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Space infrastructure companies received
US$14.5 billion of private investment in 2021,
a new annual record that was up more than
50% from 2020. That includes a record-setting
fourth quarter, which brought in US$4.3 billion
thanks to “mega-rounds” of US$250 million or
more by Sierra Space, Elon Musk’s SpaceX,
and Planet Labs. Read more

INVESTMENT IN SPACE COMPANIES HIT RECORD $14.5 
BILLION IN 2021, REPORT SAYS

China’s COMAC C919 aircraft deliveries are
expected to start in 2022. The C919 aircraft is a
narrowbody developed by Chinese aircraft
manufacturer COMAC. The first C919 was rolled
out in 2015. The C919 was initially supposed to
enter commercial service in 2016 but it was
delayed due to technical difficulties and supply
issues. Read more

A flying car capable of hitting speeds over
100mph (160kmh) and altitudes above 8,000ft
(2,500m) has been issued with a certificate of
airworthiness by the Slovak Transport Authority.
The hybrid car-aircraft, AirCar, is equipped with a
BMW engine and runs on regular petrol-pump
fuel. It takes two minutes and 15 seconds to
transform from a car into an aircraft. Read more

CHINA’S COMAC TO START C919 
DELIVERIES IN 2022

FLYING CAR WINS AIRWORTHINESS 
CERTIFICATION

G L O B A L  A E R O S P A C E  I N D U S T R Y  H I G H L I G H T S     
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https://www.cnbc.com/2022/01/18/space-investing-q4-report-companies-hit-record-14point5-billion-in-2021.html
https://www.aerotime.aero/30002-china-comac-c919-to-start-deliveries-in-2022
https://www.bbc.com/news/technology-60072194
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Expeditors is a Fortune 500 service-based
logistics company with headquarters in Seattle,
Washington, USA. The company generate
highly optimized and customized supply chain
solutions for their clients with unified
technology systems integrated through a global
network of over 350 locations in 100+
countries on six continents.

As a service-based company, Expeditors do not
own the aircraft, ships, or trucks which allow
the to be highly flexible in their approach to
supply chain management, and effective at
finding the best route and pricing options.
[more info]

Kaizan Aero Manufacturing was established in
2017 to cater to a market niche supplying to
the aerospace industry. Kaizan Aero
Manufacturing are manufacturing specialists
in Aircraft Refrigeration System Assembly,
Tube Assembly Fabrication, as well as Brazing
and Welding. Kaizan Aero works with some of
the largest players in the aerospace industry.

The company started business as a
manufacturer of evaporators, condensers and
suctions tubes used in the assembly of aircraft
refrigeration units. Over time, Kaizan Aero
developed their capabilities and expanded
their product line to include tube assembly
fabrication as well as brazing and welding
capabilities which are used in products across
industries. [more info]

[Go back to Contents Page]  
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KAIZAN AERO MANUFACTURING 
SDN BHD

EXPEDITORS MALAYSIA 
SDN BHD 

https://www.expeditors.com/
https://www.kaizanaero.com/kaizan-aero-mfg/
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DESTINI AVIA TECHNIQUE 
SDN BHD

Destini Avia is a joint venture company between
Destini Bhd and Avia Technique (UK) Ltd specialising
in commercial aviation safety component
maintenance including testing, repair and overhaul.
They are a CAAM approved AMO and also hold
approval from Department of Transport (USA) for
pressurised cylinder requalification, CAAT and Avia
Technique (UK) Ltd (for usage of their EASA
approval). Their main customers are Malaysia
Airlines Group, Air Asia Group, Malindo Airways and
Lion Air Group, K-Mile, Transmile, Kargo Express,
WCA, JPO, MADOSS and other airlines and depot
level MRO in Asia Pacific region. [more info]

Epic Aero was established in 2016 and are
based in Seksyen U4, Shah Alam. They
provide Non Destructive Testing solutions
including testing, training and equipment
rental. Their customers including Raya
Airways and ExecuJet. [more info]

W E L C O M I N G  M A I A  N E W  M E M B E R S

[Go back to Contents Page]  

VSTREAM REVOLUTION
SDN BHD

VStream is a company specialized in
providing Drone/UAV solution for industrial
and Commercial use. These include drone
sales and services, autonomous drone
security and surveillance, counter Drone
solution (anti-drone), IoT solution and other
drone services (mapping, inspection,
progress video and training). They also
provided drone insurance. [more info]

EPIC AERO SDN BHD

https://www.destinigroup.com/destini-avia-technique/
https://epicaero.com.my/
https://vstreamrevo.com/
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TECHNERVE TECHNOLOGY 
SOLUTIONS SDN BHD

AERONERVE is a technology company that
provide technological solution and digital
transformation by leveraging drone
technology, data governance technology,
software development, system integration and
deep technology. Their partners including
Copter Express and SAT.Asia. [more info]

DEFTECH UST has supported customers by
offering a good range of Unmanned Aerial
Vehicles (UAV) products and services with
the required tools, expertise and
certification from the relevant authorities to
simplify the surveillance and monitoring the
necessity of the customers. They also supply
UAV systems and offer UAV inspection and
aerial surveillance services to commercial
markets and military. [more info]

W E L C O M I N G  M A I A  N E W  M E M B E R S
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HORNBILL SKYWAYS SDN BHD

Hornbill provide flight services and has a main
base in Kuching International Airport and
corporate office at Bangunan Yayasan
Sarawak, Jalan Masjid, Kuching. They also
have maintain a hangar in Miri International
Airport to serve the northern region of
Sarawak. Hornbill owns various aircraft
including Bombardier, Beechcraft, Eurocopter
and Bell helicopters. [more info]

DEFTECH UNMANNED SYSTEMS 
SDN BHD

https://aeronerve.my/
https://www.deftechust.com/
https://www.hornbillskyways.com/
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Datuk Zulkarnain Mohamed 
Senior Operations Director 

& General Manager 
Spirit Aerosystems Malaysia Sdn Bhd 

MAIA: How has the Covid pandemic impacted the global aerospace
supply chain and what are your views on the aerospace industry
recovery?

Datuk Zulkarnain : COVID 19 pandemic has impacted the aerospace
industry heavily especially the commercial sector . With limited flights,
airlines had to defer all new deliveries fromOEMs .Some airlines may have
cancelled their orders due to no demands and also due to their business
status. Some airlines have dropped out of the scene.

OEMs were stuck with aircraft due to no deliveries and stopped/reduced
the aircraft and manufacturing activities. But to sustain the industry,
Airbus and Boeing have maintained a level of manufacturing rates to keep
the supply chain afloat. There are casualties but the industry looks like
surviving the pandemic. People still need to travel and flying has been
accepted worldwide as a convenient way to travel and it has becamemore
affordable over the years and a mainstay in how people travel. Domestic
travels are now about 70-80% back and international borders are opening
up. But countries are still cautious with the new Omicron variants. With
the return of passengers flying, there is that opportunity for the recovery
to expedite earlier than previously projected. Current projection is that the
manufacturing rate will return to pre COVID by 2023.

MAIA: Given that the aerospace industry in Malaysia was also affected by the pandemic especially in 2020, how do
you think the aerospace industry in Malaysia coped with the various challenges?

Datuk Zulkarnain : It was a huge challenge. At first we were uncertain in our reaction to the shutdown, which were
inevitable at that time. This is where MAIA as an association, under the leadership of Naguib, managed to pull
everyone in the Aerospace industry together and responded as one voice and one team. We were reactive and
proactive at the same time. Protection of the supply chain is paramount but without compromising the safety of
the employees. We proposed and implemented a strict Aerospace Industry SOP together with MITI to enable us to
operate safely. Important to note that in this industry, once we lose a program, we will not see it again for long
term. So business continuity is important so that we do not lose any program and with that securing the future of
the industry. Pleased to say that Malaysian Aerospace Industry restarted in time to meet all the delivery
requirements without any adverse effect to the OEMs. Malaysian Government agencies i.e. EPU, MITI, NAICO,
MIDA worked tirelessly with the industry to guarantee continuous participation in the industry.

MAIA: Can you share some of these challenges faced by Spirit Aerosystems and how the company adapted to the
situation?

Datuk Zulkarnain : We were asked to shutdown along with all the other industries in March 2020. OEMs were still
operating and we were on the verge of shutting down the final assembly line at Boeing and Airbus. Efforts were
made to convince the authorities that Malaysia is an essential peg in the Global Aerospace Supply Chain. If we stop,
we stop the OEMS. We also need to ensure that our suppliers in Tier2,3 were continuing in operations. Without
them, we will not have detail parts andmaterial to continue. ThroughMAIA, OEMS and our Spirit AeroSystems -

“With Aerospace being one of the 
industry pillars in the 12th 

Malaysian Plan, we should take full 
advantage of the focus and look at 
how we can expand our business 
and capture new horizon in the 

aerospace world”
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- leadership, we managed to convince the authority that Aerospace industry, being part of the global supply
chain, is an essential industry for the country. Even before the pandemic, the industry has been identified and
elevated as one of the pillars for Malaysian industry in the 12thMalaysian Plan.

By April, we were allowed to operate again but with conditions. The next challenge was getting the right size of
the business to continue. Business declined by 40% due to reduced demand as a result of travel restrictions. It was
a hard decision to lose 30% of our employees and further to that, we were even on shortened work week and
reduced salary for 2020. Year 2021 was an improvement. Rates were sustained at a reduced level and later
improved later in the year. For Spirit Malaysia, the good news is that we managed to win new work and started
new programs for the next 2 years. Most notably we delivered the first A321 XLR Inboard Flap recently in
November 2021.

We started recruiting again in July ’21 and we are looking at by end of 2022, we will be back to pre-Pandemic
numbers. New programs and rate ramp ups in the single aisle program (A320, 737) made up for the reduced rate
for the twin aisle programs (A350, 787).

MAIA: The global aviation market is clearly starting to show signs of recovery, can you share some insights of this
recovery trend and how it can give a positive impact to Malaysia’s economy?

Datuk Zulkarnain : Air travel restarted with domestics’ flights opening up much earlier. International borders are
still slow to open due to caution with possible imported cases. Single aisle aircraft segment is the first to recover
but twin aisle will continue at a lower rate. With this recovery, business is showing signs of improvement. We are
recruiting again to prepare for the rate ramp ups and new program introductions which are happening in 2022
and 2023. With the recovery impending, we can start to rejuvenate the industry and recharge the whole of supply
chain. We are definitely pushing the manufacturing back up as we speak.

MAIA: With the challenges faced in the global aerospace industry do you think Malaysia has the potential to
be an important player in the global aerospace supply chain and potentially become the
Aerospace manufacturing Hub in Asia?

Datuk Zulkarnain : This is the opportunity that the Malaysian Aerospace Industry should take advantage of. The
global industry is looking at resetting its foundation due to the challenges it’s facing. Ongoing travel restrictions,
distressed suppliers, program cost challenges, future sustainable products etc. we should be in the forefront,
identifying opportunities, proposing and collaborating at G2G, G2B level to secure more future works going
forward. There a few angles we can take. But, we may have to put something on the table to assist the OEMS in
development of new suppliers, processes and products maybe even by investing in new sustainable technologies
to secure future works.

MAIA: From your perspective, what are the areas that Malaysian aerospace manufacturing need to focus on in
order to remain competitive in the global market?

Datuk Zulkarnain : We need to secure and quickly address the freight cost and lead time issue. That has definitely
hurt us but it’s a global issue. Everybody is feeling the pinch. We must come up with something that will be able
to mitigate this problem. As it is impacting the country as a whole, maybe Malaysia (govt. and/or industry) can
introduce a national carrier/liner which we can control the cost of freight. Right now, we are looking for anything
that can help in controlling the cost and capacity. The next important item is automation. We need a balance
between labour and automation to produce consistently high quality product which is repeatable every time.
Other countries have proven that automation is a practical solution to some area of aerostructures. It increases
the efficiency and consistency of the product while stabilizing the cost of production. We also need to invest and
contribute in the process R&T, where new ways of manufacturing and assembly will offer leaner, efficient and
cost effective products. We should take the initiative to the OEM in introducing newer processes or technology
that could secure our future in producing parts and components., we should start expanding ourselves in other -
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disciplines of aerospace industry such as electrical harnesses, piping and hoses as such as we have already those
available in the other industries i.e. automotive, E&E. We cannot move forward without getting ourselves
participating in Sustainable technologies for Aerospace.

MAIA: The pandemic has indirectly accelerated the digital transformation process. What are the areas that
Malaysia aerospace companies need to focus on and how can government and financial institutions
better support the industry in encouraging further digitalisation?

Datuk Zulkarnain : Digitalization will be an important step moving forward. Efficient and secure data transaction
is becoming a mandatory requirement in business. Inevitably, it will be a way of life. Digital transformation on the
manufacturing environment will bring forth more regulated and controlled environment which is needed for
Aerospace in terms of traceability and safety of products. Data capturing will be more secured and faster.
Shopfloor technicians will be relieved of paperwork and can fully focus on producing and assembling high quality
parts.

Currently we are starting our journey into digital transformation with the introduction of Spirit One, where all the
shopfloor activitues will ultimately be paperless. We are also working with a local team in establishing a system to
utilize blockchains in securing data transactions. Airbus is introducing the BIG Data environment SKYWISE for the
supply chain ecosystems. The real aim is to mitigate supply chain disruptions and supports business continuity.
Malaysian Government has already launched its digital initiatives via Industry 4Ward.

MAIA: As the aerospace industry featured strongly in the recently published Malaysian Plan (RMK-12), how
will Spirit Aerosystems play a role and why is this important to Spirit Aerosystems?

Datuk Zulkarnain : Spirit will lead as a Tier 1 to bring in fresh aerospace views into the Malaysian Aerospace
Industry. It will directly and indirectly bring in new technology and processes which is needed for the future
aircrafts. A stronger, bigger, agile and more competitive supply chain ecosystems is needed to boost the industry
in Malaysia. With aerospace being one of the industry pillars in the 12th Malaysian Plan, we should take full
advantage of the focus and look at how we can expand our business and capture new horizon in the aerospace
world.

Spirit AeroSystems Malaysia will become the hub of Spirit’s activities in Asia. That could a catalyst for further
expansion not just in Malaysia but in the region. For Malaysian suppliers, suppliers in China, Korea, and Vietnam
will be available for collaborations, joint. There are also always possibilities of Malaysian companies establishing
in developing countries in the Asian region to take advantage of incentives and resources available. It could offer
a channel fot competitive solutions and extended capacity for us to explore. Malaysia could then establish itself
as the hub for aerospace in Asia.

Spotify Podcast Soundcloud Podcast

The Full Interview is Available on MAIA Podcast

https://open.spotify.com/show/0u9RrMyIsXIWXOPTGb1E54
https://soundcloud.com/user-483538352
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Date Event Summary 

22nd – 24th 
Nov
2021

Industrial 
Transformation Asia-

Pacific (ITAP2021)

A hybrid event held in Singapore, promoted the Digital

Transformation conversion of the manufacturing industry

in the ASEAN region including Aerospace sector.
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Date Event Summary 

14th – 18th 
Nov
2021

Dubai Airshow 2021
The event provided invaluable insights and content across

nine tracks including cargo, sustainability, technology, and

space, among others.

Date Event Summary 

18th 
Nov 
2021

The BVLOS Blueprint: A 
Global Perspective on 

UAS Enablement

A webinar focused on the Beyond Visual Line of Sight

(BVLOS) and implementation of Unmanned Traffic

Management (UTM) for Drones operation.

Date Event Summary 

25th  – 27th  
Nov 
2021

Selangor Aviation Show 
2021

Provided an invaluable opportunity for high-level

networking and market penetration prospects with

industry players from various sectors.

Date Event Summary 

29th – 01st

Dec
2021

Aerospace & Defence 
Meetings

Industry experts provided an insightful information on

Aerospace supply chain readiness for recovery as well as

sharing new ideas, R&D & investments for the future of

Aerospace.

Date Event Summary 

13th

Jan 
2022

Meeting with YB Dato' 
Seri Mohamed Azmin

Ali, MITI

Board of Directors (MAIA) updated the latest industry

trends and challenges faced by the industry and put

forward industry recovery plans.
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Date Event Summary 

25th

Jan
2022

R&T TSC Meeting

Regular meeting for MAIA members to update and discuss

latest development and issues related to R&T in the

Aerospace sector

Date Event Summary 

27th 
Jan 

2022

Business Aviation & 
General Aviation 

Townhall

Organised by Invest Selangor Berhad as one of networking

platform for Aerospace companies. One of the items

highlighted is achievement on the Selangor Aviation Show.

Date Event Summary 

28th  
Jan 

2022
1st Members Webinar

Webinar dedicated for MAIA members on delivering

quality in Aerospace: Standards and certification as well

as updating members on latest activities by MAIA.

Date Event Summary 

04th

Feb
2022

Head of TSCs meeting
A special session for leaders of MAIA TSCs - Exchanged

information between TSCs’ (Issues and activities).

Date Event Summary 

05th

Feb 
2022

Ministers Retreat

MAIA engagement session with Malaysia’s Prime Minister

as well as other cabinet - highlighted Malaysia as an

aerospace nation and a key driver for our future economy.

M A I A  R E C E N T  E V E N T S  /  A C T I V I T I E S
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Date Event Summary 

07th

Feb 
2022

MOSTI Visit to Spirit 
Aerosystems Malaysia

Tour was focused on Aerospace “design and build”

process as well as the ecosystems development of

Aerospace industry in Malaysia.

Date Event Summary 

15th – 18th 
Feb

2022

Singapore Airshow
2022

Provided an invaluable opportunity for high-level

networking and market penetration prospects with

industry players from various sectors.
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Date Event Platform Admission Fee

15th

MAR
2022

SDAICO webinars with 
GIFAS: Opportunities in 
the French Supply Chain

Virtual Free

Date Event Platform Admission Fee

12th – 14th

APR 
2022

Asian Business Aviation 
Conference Physical

Based on rental 

space

Date Event Platform Admission Fee

23rd – 25th

MAY 
2022

European Business 
Aviation Convention & 
Exhibition (EBACE2022)

Physical
Based on rental 

space

Date Event Platform Admission Fee

22nd – 23rd

JUN
2022

Civil Aviation South East 
Asia Summit Physical  Charge

Date Event Platform Admission Fee

18th – 22nd

JUL
2022

Farnborough Airshow
2022 Physical 

Based on rental 

space 
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MEMBERS ADVERTISEMENT  

Visit SIRIM website

Click here

https://www.sirim.my/

